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KNOWING  THE  OLD  TESTAMENT 

Introduction  : 

Thy  Word  is  a  lamp  to  my  tet-l  and  a  li^hi  lo  my  path. 

1  have  laid  up  ihy  word  in  my  heart,  that  I  mi<;ht  not  sin  a<^ain.si  ihce. 

Open  my  eyes,  that  I  niay  beliold  vvonderous  things  oui  ol' ihy  law. 

Psalm   110:  vs:    In'..    11,    I i 


Holy   Bible,    book   divine. 
Precious  treasttre,  thou  art  mint 
Mine  to  tell  me  whenci-  I  came; 
Mine  to  teach  me  what  I  am. 

Mine   to   comfort   in   distress, 
StilF'ring  in  this  wilderness; 
Mine  to  show  by  living'  I'ailh, 
Man  can  trium]jh  over  death. 


<^^'''^ 
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1.     What  is   the  Bible   abotit? 

The  Bible  is  the  story  of  God's  dealing  with  man.  It  is  a  complete  history  of  Cod 
working  with  men.  It  shows  the  successes  and  failures  of  men  as  tluy  learn  about  CJod. 
The  stories  are  not  separate  stoiies,  but  have  a  conneciion  with  each  other,  J'Ik-  Bible  is 
the   word    of  God. 

II.     Why   study   the   Bilile? 

We  study  the  Bible  to  understand  for  ourselves  why  this  is  greatest  book  in  the  world. 
W'e  learn  that  it  is  one  complete  history  which  shows  that  God  has  revealed  Himself  to  man- 
kind. We  study  the  Bible  to  learn  its  teachings  for  a  better  life.  The  Bible  says,  "Study 
to  show  thyself  approved  unto  God,  a  workman  that  needeth  not  be  ashamed  lighdy  divid- 
ing the  word  of  trtith". 

^11.      How  well  known  is  the  Bible? 

The  Bible  has  been  translated  into  over  1,000  languages  and  dialects.  It  is  the  greatest 
book  in  demand  to  be  printed  in  the  world.  It  also  has  the  largest  mmiber  of  copies  sold 
among  all  books.  When  translated  into  any  language,  it  makes  sense.  It  is  not  limited 
in  expression  or  ideas  to  any  one  age.  It  is  true  that  some  parts  are  difhcull  to  understand. 
However  there  are  many  parts  that  even  a  simple  person  can  understand.  \Ve  are  expected 
to  li\(^  by  what  we  do  understand. 

W      Some  facts  about  the  Bil^le. 


The  term  "Bible"  means  "the  book".     It  is  sometimes  called  the  divine  library 
though  it  is  only  one  volume,  it  has  sixty-six  books  in  it. 


Al- 
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h.      There  arc  Iwri  main  sections  to  the  ]5ible. 

1  I'lic  lirst  section  is  called  the  "Old  Testanienl"'.  It  tells  about  the  world  before 
Jesus  came.     There  are  39  books  in  this  section. 

2,  The  second  section  is  called  the  "New  Testament"  It  tells  about  the  Life  of 
Jesus  and  the  early  history  and  teachings  of  the  church  There  are  27  books  in 
this  section. 

r.  I'or  consenienee  ol"  liiidin^  i("ferences  in  the  Biljle  easily,  the  books  are  divided  up  into 
into  chaj)ters.  In  iiini  the  chapters  are  broken  up  into  verses.  For  example:  John 
3  :16  means  the  book  of  John,  chapter  three  and  the  sixteenth  verse. 

fl.       The  Bible  cannot  be  read  in  one  day,  but  one  can  read  it  everyday. 

\'.     Time  of  Writing  the  Bible. 

The  Bible  was  not  written  at  the  same  time.  The  time  of  writing  covers  about  1000 
years.  There  is  a  great  difference  in  the  circumstances  under  which  each  person  wrote. 
Some  of  the  books  were  written  in  quiet  and  peaceful  circumstances.  Some  were  wi'itten 
in  prison.  Some  books  were  written  when  the  author  was  in  great  sorrow.  There  are 
other  books  which  were  written  to  show  joy  and  others  were  written  to  help  answer  a  problem 
in  living.  The  first  book  of  the  Bible  is  Genesis.  It  was  probably  written  about  1,500 
years  before  Jesus  lived.  The  last  book  of  the  Bible  is  The  Revelation  of  John.  It  was 
written  about  one  hundred  years  after  Jesus  lived.  In  between  those  times  men  were  writ- 
ing as  they  were  moved  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  write  the  words  of  God. 

VI.      Authors  of  the  Bible  Books. 

No  one  person  wrote  the  whole  Bible.  There  were  many  different  men  who  did  many 
different    kinds   of  things     among    the   areas.      The  following    list    is     an     example    of 

some  of  the  men  who  wrole  dilTcrcnt  bf)oks  of  the  Bible. 

a.  Moses  was  a  Hebrew  who  had  a  good  Egyptian  education  and  became  the  leader  of 
the  Helnew  peo])lr  when  they  left  sla\ery  in  Egypt  to  go  to  Canan.     He  wrote  parts 

of  die  first  {]\c  books  of  the  Bible. 

b.  David  was  a  king  ovci  the  Israelites.  As  a  boy  he  had  been  a  shepherd.  He  wrote 
many    of  [he    Psalms. 

c.  Solomon  was  a  great  and  wise  king.  He  wrole  some  of  the  Proverbs  and  other  books 
of  the  Old   Testament. 

d.  Ezra,  who  wrote  the  book  by  his  name,  was  a  priest. 

e.  Xehemiah,  who  wrote  the  book  1)\-  his  name,  was  a  bearer  to  the  Persian  King. 
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f.  Jeremiah  was  a   despised  prophet. 

g.  Amos  was  a  poor  farmer, 
h.      Luke  was  a  Gentile  Doctor. 

i.      John  was  a  fisherman  before  he  became  a  disciple  of  Jesus  and  wrote  concerning  Jesus. 

j.  We  do  not  know  about  the  authors  of  all  the  books  of  the  Bible,  but  they  wrote  as  the 
Spirit  of  God  moved  upon  their  hearts  to  write  under  whatever  circumstances  they 
were  and  whatever  they  were  doing. 

VI.       Type   of  Literature  in   the  Bible. 

There  is  a  variety  of  hterature  in  the  Bible. 

a.  The  first  five  books  of  the  Bible  are  prose  and  contain  the  Laws  given  by  God  tu  the 
Hebrew  people.     These  books  are  called  "the  Pentitauch". 

b.  There  arc  other  books  of  prose  which  are  books  of  history. 

c.  There  are  books  of  songs  and  poetry.     I'he  Psalms  of  the  Bible  means  the  songs. 

d.  There  are  books  which  are  short  sayings  like  the  book  of  Proverbs. 

e.  There  are  books  of  sermons  and  essays. 

f.  Some  of  the  Bible  books  are  in  the  form  of  stories  like  the  book  of  Ruth. 

g.  The  New  Testament  has  the  same  diflerent  types  of  literature. 
Vn.    Why  is  the  Bible  a  complete  unit? 

Even  if  there  is  a  great  variety  in  all  these  Uiings,  yet  there  is  a  unity  in  it.  There  is 
a  unity  because  all  are  bound  up  together  in  the  revelation  of  God.  He  is  the  unity 
of  the  book. 

Questions : 

1.  What  is  the  Bible  the  story  of? 

2.  Give  two  reasons  for  studying  the  Bible. 

3.  Into  how  many  languages  is  the  Bible  translated? 

4.  Is  there  a  demand  for  the  Bible  to  be  printed? 

5.  Is  the  Bible  easy  to  understand? 

G.       What  should  we  do  about  the  parts  we  do  understand? 

7.  What   docs    "Bible"    mean? 

8.  How  man)  books  are  there  in  the  whole  Bil)le? 


(  +  ) 

9.  What  arc  ihc  iwo  main  scctiuiis  ui  tlic  Bible? 

1(1.  Mow  many  Books  are  in  the  Old  'icstamcnti* 

1  1.  How  many  books  arc  in  the  Xcw  Testament .' 

12.  How  many  years  was  the  Bible  in  writing.' 

I'j.  ^Vhat  is  the  first  book  in  the  Bible?     I'he  last  book? 

1 4 .  Were  all  the  bo  oks  of  the  Bible  written  by  the  same  kind  of  persons. 

1 ").  Describe  some  of  the  writers  of  the  books  of  the  Bible. 

K).  What  iy])c  of  literature  are  the  first  five  books  of  the  Bible? 

17.  What  type  of  literature  are   the   Psalms? 

l'">.  Wliat  makes   the  Biiilr   a   unit? 

1').  Learn  the  names  of  the  books  of  the  Bible. 

20.  Write  the  names  of  the  books  in  the  librar\  chart  given. 


GENESIS 

book  of  Beginnings 

Introduction  : 

We  reah/c  that  every  thing  must  have  a  be,L;lniiiiig.       The  beginning  ol  all  things  stiirts  with 
CJod.     J}ul  (iod  has  no  beginning,     (iod  has  eieni.il  life,  no  beginning  and  no  ending. 

1.      Creation.    Read  (Jcncsis  C;haplcr  1   and  2 

A.  1  he  first  verse  in  the  Bible  is  "In  the  iKginuing  (Jod  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth." 
Wc  do  not  know  how  long  ago  this  took  ])lace.  Caeaiion  in  this  sense  means  to  make  some 
tlung  out  of  uodiing.     Wc  know  this  could  onK  be  done  by  God's  power. 

1.       (a.'d  created  the  heavens  and  the  earth  in  six  days. 

Ha\    1 He  created  light. 

Day   2 He   created    the    iirniainent. 

l^iiy  '5 He  created  the  seas  and  dry  land. 

r)a>    I He  created  the  sun,  moon,  and  stars. 

l^:i>   •"' He  created  lower  animal  life. 

■l-^'iy  ^) He  created  higher  animal  life. 

(Make  a  sketch  of  what  was  created  in  cacli  day.) 

2.  God  rested  the  s(\cnth  da\  and  so  He  made  it  a  holy  day.  God  expects  that  we  also 
will  lake  one  day  to  rest  from  the  regular  duties  of  our  lives  and  spend  time  in  worship- 
ing  and    learning   about    Him. 

o.  God  made  man  in  his  own  image.  '1  his  refers  lo  man's  spiritual  nature.  Man  is 
able  lo   know   Ciod  because  He  has  a  .spiriuial  nature  to  respond  to  God. 
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II.     The  beginning  of  sin.     Read  Genesis  Chapter    2  and  3. 

The  first  man  created  was  named  Adam.  His  wife  was  named  Eve.  They  lived  in  a  garden 
place  which  was  called  Eden.  How  long  they  lived  there  in  innocence  and  in  fellowship 
with  God  we  do  not  know.  But  God  had  made  man  so  that  he  had  a  moral  sense,  that  is, 
he  has  the  ability  to  choose  right  from  wrong.  The  sad  story  of  begining  of  sin  is  outlined 
as  follows; 

1.  .\dnm  and  Eve  were  told  not  to  eat  oftlic  fiuit  of  one  tree. 

2.  They  received  a  temptation  to  disobey. 

3.  They  listened  to  the     temptation  and     disobeyed.     Punishment    followed 
because  of  wrongdoing. 

4.  God    promised  that    there  would  be  a    way  for  them  to  be  saved  from  the 
guilt  of  sin.  It  is  verse  15  in  chapter  3  'T  will  put  enmity  between  you  and  the 
woman,  and  between  your  seed  and  her  seed;  he  shall  bruise   your  head,  and 
you  will  bruise  his  heal."    These  were  said  to  the   evil  one.      The  rest    of  the 
Bible  tells  of  God's  plan  and  work  to  fulfil  this    promise. 

III.     Noah  and  the  Flood.     Read  Genesis  Chapters  6  to  9. 

A.  Purpose  of  the  flood. 

In  time  there  were  many  men  and  women  on  the  earth.  However  they 
led  lives  of  wickedness  and  did  not  listen  to  Good  commandments.  God  saw 
that  this  wickedness  was  increasing.     He  decided  to  destroy  the  wicked  people. 

B.  However  there  was  a  good  man  with  his  family.  His  name  was  Noah.  He  found 
favour  in  the  eyes  of  God  because  he  was  a  good  man  who  tried  to  obey  the  words 
of  God.     Noah  had  three  sons    and  at  each   one  had  a  wife. 

C.  God's  plan 

God  told  Noah  that  He  would  send  down  a  flood  of  water  to  destroy  the  people 
and  end  all  their  wickedness.  He  told  Noah  that  he  should  build  a  large  boat 
which  is  called  an  Ark.  This  Ark  would  float  on  the  water  and  save  those  who 
were  in  it.  He  commanded  Noah  to  put  a  male  and  a  female  of  every  living 
thing  on  earth  into  the  Ark.  Then  Noah  and  his  family  were  to  ciuer  in  and  God 
would  close  the  door  and  keep  them  safely.     All  that  God  told  Noah  in  do  he  did. 

D.  The    Flood 

Then  the  Lord  sent  down  the  waters  For  forty  days  and  forty  nights  it 
rained  The  waters  flooded  the  earth.  But  the  ark  began  to  float  when  the  water 
rose  up  on  the  earth.  Noah  and  his  family  along  with  the  birds  and  beasts  which 
he  had  taken  into  the  Ark  were  all  safe.  For  one  hundred  and  fifty  days  after  the 
rain  the  water  was  on  the  face  of  \hc  earth.     Then  the  Ark  came  to  rest  on  a  place 
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railed  Nfouiil  Ararat.  Xoali  o])('iic(l  a  wiiiflow  of  (lie  Ark  and  sent  f>ut  a  dove, 
but  ilic  dove  leiurned  because  it  could  not  find  any  place  to  rest.  This  meant 
Uiere  was  water  everywhere  and  the  Ark  could  not  l^c  opened.  A  week  later  the 
dove  was  sent  out  again.  This  time  it  returned  with  an  olive  leaf  in  its  beak.  Now 
Noah  knew  that  the  water  was  nearly  gone.  The  third  time  that  the  dove  went 
out  she  did  not  return.     So  Noah  knew  that  all  could  leave  the   ark. 


]'..     Leaving  the  Aik. 

God  told  Noah  that  he  could  leave  the  Ark  with  all  that  was  inside.  He 
promised  that  lie  would  never  send  a  flood  again  to  destroy  the  earth  and  as  a 
sign  of  His  promise  He  set  a  rainbow  in  the  heavens  that  reaches  from  one  end 
of  die  earth  to  the  other.  Noah  built  an  altar  to  God  and  made  offerings  to  God 
in  thankfulness  for  his  deliverance  from  the  flood. 

Questions  : 

1.  VVhai  kind  of  ];)eople  were  on  the  earth? 

2.  W'hai   kind  of  a  man  was  Noali  ? 

3.  What  did  God  command  him  to  build? 

4.  How  many  days  did  it  rain? 

5.  Describe  what  happened  when  Noah  sent  out  the  dove. 

6.  What  is  the  rainbow  a  promise  of? 

7.  What  did  Noah  do  when  he  left  the  Ark? 

fi.       How  many  days  after  the  rain  stopped  did  the  Ark  float  about? 

0.       Draw  a  picture  of  the  Aik  or  of  tiic  rainbow  with  tiie  altar  Noah  built. 


]y.      .Abraham;  Friend  of  God. 

A.     Abraham's  C^all  and  God's  Promise  to  him.     Genesis  12 

Abram  was  a  descendant  of  Noah's  son  Shem.  His  father's  name  was  Terah. 
His  wife's  name  was  Sarah.  As  a  yoimg  man  his  home  was  in  the  city  of  Ur. 
Ur  was  a  great  city  at  that  time  in  the  area  known  as  Mesopotamia.  The  people 
li\('cl  in  houMs  of  sun-baked  bricks.  'I'hey  could  write.  They  made  wedge-shaped 
figures  with  a  stick.  Even  today  tablets  of  clay  are  found  with  writing  about 
arithmetic,  medicine,  and  other  subjects  which  were  written  in  Abraham's  time. 
We  must  not  think  that  .\biaham  was  an  ignorant  man. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  trade  in  those  days  between  that  country  and  Egypt. 
The  greens  i)lains  of  Shinar  between  the  Tigris  and  Euphrates  Rivers  stretched 
northward  and  then  westward  to  the  Great  Sea.  The  land  along  the  Great  Sea 
was  called  Canaan.  Then  the  Great  Seas  coast  lead  southward  to  Egypt  and  to 
the  Xile  River,  i'his  area  hdm  the  two  rivers  to  Egypt  is  called  the  "Fertile 
C'resceni". 
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One  day  God  spoke  to  Abraham  and  told  him  to  go  from  the  country  where 
he  was  to  a  land  which  the  Lord  would  show  him.  Abraham  was  obedient  to 
God's  command.  It  was  not  easy  to  travel  in  those  days  but  Abraham  and  his 
wife  and  his  Nephew,  Lot  followed  God's  commands. 

Because  Abraham  was  willing-  to  obey  God,  God  made  some  promises  to 
him.     They  are  as  follows: 

1.  A  great  nation  would  come  from  Abraham. 

2.  A  great  name  would  be  given  to  Abraham. 

3.  A  land  would  be  given  to  Abraham's  descendants. 

4.  In  Abraham  all  the  people  of  the  world  would  be  blessed. 

B.     Abraham  and  his  son  Isaac. 

Abraham  and  Sarah  were  childless  for  many  years.  However,  God  promised 
them  a  son.  When  Abraham  was  one  hundred  years  old,  Sarah  bore  him  a  son 
whom  they  called  Isaac.  When  Isaac  was  a  )  oung  man,  God  tested  Abraham's 
faith.  God  commanded  Abraham  to  take  his  son  to  the  land  of  Moriah  and 
there  on  an  altar  he  was  to  bind  him  and  ofl'er  liim  to  the  Lord. 

Abraham  was  very  sore  at  heart,  for  he  loved  Isaac,  and  God  had  given  him 
a  very  hard  thing  to  do.  But  he  had  always  obeyed  God  so  he  set  out  to  do  as 
God  told  him.  Just  as  he  prepared  to  make  the  sacrifice,  the  voice  of  God  came 
saying,  "Abraham,  lay  not  your  hand  upon  the  lad  nor  do  anything  to  hurt  him, 
for  I  have  provided  you  a  sacrifice.  For  now  I  see  that  you  fear  the  Lord.  You 
have  not  forgotten  your  duty  because  you  have  not  withheld  your  only  child  from 
me".  And  as  Abraham  lifted  up  his  eyes  he  saw  a  ram  caught  in  the  bushes. 
He  took  the  ram  and  offered  it  up  as  a  sacrifice.  Abraham  and  Isaac  left  the 
place  with  great  joy  and  a  great  blessing  from  God,  because  they  had  put  the  will 
of  God  as  the  first  thing  in  their  lives. 

Place  on  the  map  the  following  places:  Persian  Gulf,  Caspian  Sea,  Great  Sc^,  Red  Sea,  Tiyiis 
River,  Euphrates  River,  Nile  River,  Jordan  river.  Arabian  Desert,  Lg\pt,  Sinai  Peimisula,  ShiiiHi-, 
Ur,    Haran,    Canaan. 

V.    Jacob.  Genesis  25 — 35. 

1.      His  early  life. 

Jacob  was  the  son  of  Isaac  and  Rcbekah.  He  had  a  twin  brother  whose 
name  was  Esau.  Esau  was  the  elder  by  a  few  minutes.  When  the  boys  were  growing 
Up,  Esau  would  hunt  for  wild  animals,  but  Jacob  stayed  quietly  at  home.  Isaac 
.loved  Esau,  but  Rcbekah  loved  Jacolj.  One  day  while  Jacob  was  cooking  some  dal, 
Esau  came  in  from  his  hunting  feeling  faint  with  hunger.  He  begged  his  brother  fof 
some  of  the  food.     Jacob  agreed  to  give  it  to  hiiu  if  lie  would  sell  his  (he  birthright. 
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This  meant  that  he  would  get  the  blessing  that  belonged  to  the  oldest  &on  of  the 
family.  Later  on  with  tin  hi  Iji  ol  his  mother  he  gained  the  blessing  of  his  father  which 
made  him  the  lord  over  the  household  even  over  his  brother  Esau.  This  made  his 
brother  angry,  so  Jacob  had  to  leave  home. 

2.  His  dream. 

As  Jacob  went  away  from  home  he  had  to  make  a  long  journey  alone.  That 
night  as  he  was  feeling  lonely  and  perhaps,  was  atraid,  he  fell  asleej)  and  had  a  dream. 
In  diose  days  people  did  not  have  the  written  words  of  God  and  He  often  spoke  to 
people  through  dreams.  On  this  night  Jacob  saw  a  shining  ladder  reaching  right  to 
heaven  from  where  he  lay.  I'here  were  angels  on  the  ladder,  some  coming 
down,  some  going  up.  God  spoke  to  Jacob.  He  told  him  that  he  would  be  the  one 
to  receive  the  promises  of  Abraham  and  Issae.  (iod  gave  him  a  wonderful  promise. 
It  is  found  in  Genesis  28:15.  "Behold,  I  am  with  thee,  and  will  keep  thee  in  all  places 
\vhither  thou  gocst,  and  will  bring  thee  again  to  this  land;  for  I  will  not  leave  thee, 
until  1  liave  done  tJiat  which  I  have  spoken  ol'.''  ^Vh^n  Jacob  awoke  he  was  filled 
with  wtMider.  He  said,  "Surely  God  is  in  this  place,  and  I  did  not  know  it."  He 
marked  the  place  calling  it  "House  of  God". 

3.  Later    life. 

(t(k\    did    bless  Jacob.     He    had  twelve    sons.     They    were    the  founders  of   the 

twehc  tribes  of  Israel. 

\ 

Qjueslions  : 

(iive  the  names  ol'  th.c  twin  sons  ol'  Lssae. 

\Vhat  did  Jacol)  ask  his  brother  for  whom  he  wanted  food. 

What  did  Jacob  see  in  the  dream  ? 

What  was  the  promise  God  made  to  Jacob? 

What  name  did  he  give  to  the  place  where  God  spoke  to  him? 

How  many  sons  did  Jacob  have? 


VI.     Joseph  Genesis  37 — 50 
1.      As  a  boy. 

Joseph  was  the  son  of  Jacob  and  Rachel.  Of  the  twehc  sons  that  Jacob  had, 
Joseph  was  the  son  he  loved  the  most.  He  made  him  a  long  sleeved  coat  of  many 
colours,  the  like  of  which  none  of  the  others  had.  ^Vlu•n  his  brothers  saw  this,  they 
were  lillcd  wiih  envy  and  hatred  for  Josepli.  'Ihey  spoke  unkind  words  with  him 
and  abused  iiim.  One  day  he  told  them  of  a  dream  he  had  in  which  his  brothers 
sheaves  of  grain  bowed  down  to  his.      This  made  the  brothers  very  angry. 

Sf)()n  ahcr  this  Joseph  was  sent  by  his  father  to  a  place  where  his  brothers  were  out 
with  the  shecj).  W  hen  ihey  saw  Joseph  coming  with  his  bright  coat  on,  they  were 
iilled  with  anger.  One  of  them  said,  "Here  comes  the  dreamer.  'Txt  us  kill  him 
and  throw  him  in  a  ])it,  and  we  shall  tell  our  father  that  he  was  killed  by  a  wild  beast" 
"Reuben,  the  eldest  bioilur  objected  to  the  killing,  but  suggested  they  put  him  down 
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ill  the  pil  and  Icaxc  liim  llicrc.  This  is  vvlial  they  did.  'I'hcy  look  oil Josci^h's  blight 
coat  and  threw  him  down  in  the  pit.  Then  they  set  down  to  have  their  meal.  Sudden- 
ly they  saw  a  caravan  coming.  Tliis  caravan  was  a  group  of  traders  going  to  Egypt 
to  sell  their  products  .  One  of  the  brothers  called  Judah  spoke  up  and  said,  "Why 
don't  we  sell  our  brother  Joseph  to  these  traders  and  they  will  take  him  to  Egypt  to 
sell  as  a  slave."  The  brothers  agreed  to  this  and  so  they  took  Joseph  out  of  the  pit 
and  sold  him  as  a  slave  for  twenty  pieces  of  silver.  Even  though  Joseph  reciived  harsh 
treatment  he  did  not  forget  God.  He  did  not  know  then  why  he  suffered,  but  in  later 
years  he  came  to  understand  that  God  used  the  ev(Mit  for  good. 

Joseph   in   Egypt. 

After  being  sold  as  a  slave  by  his  ])i-others,  Joseph  was  taken  to  Egypt  where  he 
was  sold  again  to  Potiphar,  the  Gaptain  of  the  King's  guards.  Every  thing  prospered 
and  Joseph  was  advanced  to  a  place  of  a  trusted  servant.  Ilowever,  a  false  cjiarge 
was  brought  against  him  and  again  he  had  to  suffer.  He  was  jmiI  in  prison.  In  ])rison 
he  became  one  who  could  take  the  responsibility  under  the  guard.  It  happened  at 
that  time  that  the  king's  servant  also  was  in  prison  and  one  night  he  had  a  dream. 
This  dream  troubled  him  very  much.  Only  Joseph  could  tell  him  abom  the  dream 
and  what  it  meant.  After  a  few  days  the  king's  servant  was  released  as  Joseph  had 
predicted  according  to  the  dream.  He  went  back  to  the  palace  to  work.  When  h(> 
left  Joseph  asked  him  to  help  him  get  a  release,  but  the  man  forget  him  at  fast.  One 
night  the  king  had  a  dream  which  bothered  him  very  much.  He  called  in  all  the 
wise  men  and  asked  them  to  give  him  the  answer  to  the  meaning  of  the  dream.  No 
one  could  answer  him  as  to  the  meaning  of  the  dream.  Then  the  servant  who  had 
been  in  the  prison  remember  Joseph  and  told  the  king  about  him.  Joseph  was  brought 
from  prison  and  brought  before  the  king.  Joseph  could  tell  him  what  the  dream 
meant.  The  dream  foretold  of  seven  good  years  of  plenty  of  grain.  Then  there  would 
be  seven  bad  years  of  ci'op  failure  and  a  famine  would  come.  Joseph  made  a  sugges- 
tion to  the  king  about  storing  grain  during  the  years  of  ])lenty  so  that  in  the  years  of 
famine  there  would  be  grain  for  the  people. 

Joseph's  words  pleased  the  king  and  he  immediately  made  Joseph  chief  minister 
in  his  kingdom.  Joseph  took  his  duties  seriously  and  stored  the  grain  during  the  good 
years  so  that  when  the  famine  yeai^s  came  there  was  plcMity  of  grain  in  Egypt.  God 
used  Joseph  for  good  as  Joseph  was  faithful  to  God. 

Joseph's  brothers  come  to  Egypt. 

The  famine  which  came  was  not  only  in  Egypt,  but  in  every  part  of  the  world. 
In  the  land  of  Canaan  where  Joseph's  family  lived,  there  was  a  great  shortage  of  food. 
One  day  Joseph's  brothers  heard  that  there  was  plenty  of  grain  in  Egypt.  Ten  of 
Joseph's  brothers  decided  to  go  to  Egypt  to  buy  grain  for  their  families.  When  they 
arrived  in  Egypt  they  did  not  know  that  the  chief  minister  was  their  own  l)rother  whom 
they  had  sold  as  a  slave.  Joseph  saw  them  and  decided  to  test  what  manner  of  men 
thev  had  become.     He  would  onlv  give  grain  if  one  of  them  were  held  in  prision.    They 
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were  told  if  llu-y  wanUxl  more  grain  and  were  to  return  they  must  l:)ring  their  youngest 

brother,  Benjamin  with  them.     After  some  time  when  they  needed  grain  again,  they 

took  Benjamin  with  iliem  ahhough   the  father  greatly  objected  to  his  going.     When 

Joseph  saw  his  younger  brother,  Benjamin  standing  before  him  in    the  midst  of  the 

brothers,  he  called  them  into  a  room  privately  and  then  said  with  weeping,  "Do  you 

not  know  that  I  am  your  brother  whom  you  sold  as  a  slave".    As  he  said  this,  the  faces 

of  the  brothers  showed  shame  and  gui.lt.     Then  Joseph  told  them      "Do  not    fear  for 

I  have  no  hate  in  my  heart     for  what  you  did  to  me.     God  used  it  for  good."     He 

asked    them  to  l)iing  all  their    families  to    Egypt     and     especially  his    lather.     So 

Jacob  and  his  family  came  to     Kgypt  and  lived  in   the  land  of    Goahea,  which  was 

a  part  of  the    Nile  Rivei   Delta.     After  Jacob  died,    Joseph's  bi'others  came  to  him 

and  asked  for    forgiveness  and    Joseph    said  to    them,"    Fear    not,  for  am  I  in  the 

place  of    God  "?     As   ff  r   you  you  meant    evil  against  me   ;    but   God  meant    it    for 

good,  to  bring  it  about  that  many  people  should  be  kept  alive,  as    they  are  today". 

\Ve  can  learn  many  things  from  the  life  of  Joseph.  We  see  tliat  inspitc  of 
many  hard  things  in  his  life,  he  always  kept  faith  in  God.  No  matter  where  he  was 
he  said  that  God  gave  him  the  knowledge  to  do  things  and  to  know  about  the 
dreams.  He  was  loyal  and  obedient  to  his  daily  duties  and  always  did  liis  best. 
His  simple  faith  in  God  was  powerful.  The  scriptures  teach  us  "Without  faith  it  is 
impossible  to  please  God". 

Questions  : 

1.  What  special  gift  did  Jacob  give  Joseph. 

2.  Did  Joseph's  brothers  like  him? 

3.  What    did   Joseph    dream? 

4.  When  his  brothers  saw  Joseph  coming  what  did  they  plan  to  do? 

5.  Where  did  Reuben  suggest  they  put  Joseph? 

6.  What  did  Judah  say  when  he  saw  the  caravan? 

7.  How  much  money  did  they  get  when  they  sold  Joseph  ? 

8.  r3id  Joseph  forget  God  when  he  went  as  a  slave  to  Egypt  ? 
10.  Why   was  Joseph    put    in    prison? 

1  1.  What  did  Joseph  do  for  the  King's  servant  who  was  put  in  prison? 

12.  When   did    the   servant   remember  Joseph? 

13.  What  was  the  meaning  of  the  king's  dream? 

14.  When  the  king  heard  of  Josei)h's  words  conc(>rning  a  way  to  provide  for  the  famine  what 

did    he    do? 

15.  Did  the  famine  aflecl  other  places  in  the  world? 
in.       Who  came  from  Ganaan  to  buy  grain? 

17.  Did  they  know  Joseph? 

IP..  What  test  did  Joseph  give  them? 

19.  W^ien  Benjamin  came  before  Joseph,  what  did  Joseph  do? 

20.  What  did.Joscpli  ask  his  brolheis  to  do  with  his  father? 

21.  What  did  Joscpli  tell  his  hrothns  about  the  evil  ihey  meant  to  do  to  him? 

22.  \Vhat  things  can  we  learn  from  the  lite  of  Joseph.' 
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MOSES 

Early   life  : 

For  many  years  after  Joseph's  day,  the  descendents  of  the  families  of  Jacob's  sons 
stayed  in  Egypt  and  prospered.  They  were  called  the  Hebrews.  Then  a  new  king  came 
to  reign  in  the  land.  He  saw  that  the  Hebrew  people  were  growing  in  number  and  he 
became  afraid  of  them  and  made  them  slaves.  They  had  to  build  big  buildings  with  cruel 
men  to  waich  over  them.  Never-the-lcss  there  were  still  many  of  them.  Then  the  king 
gave  a  command  that  all  the  boy  babies  Ijorn  to  the  Hebrews  should  be  thrown  in  the  river. 

One  of  the  fatnilies  had  a  babv  boy  born  and  he  was  a  very  good  baby.  They  liid  him 
for  four  months  and  then  they  decided  to  do  something  to  help  save  him.  He  was  put  in  a 
basket  which  did  not  leak  and  was  put  near  the  place  where  the  king's  daughter  would 
come  to  bathe.  Sure  enough  after  a  while  the  king's  daughter  and  a  party  of  young  women 
come  to  thr  river.  There  they  saw  the  baslcet  and  the  baby.  The  king's  daughter  saw  the 
beautiful  child  and  decided  to  keep  the  baby.  The  baby's  sister  was  close  by  and  suggested 
that  she  could  bring  a  woman  to  take  care  of  the  baby.  The  princess  agreed  and  the  sister 
brought  the  child's  own  mother.  The  baby  was  named  Moses  and  he  grew  up  in  the  house- 
hold of  the  kings's  palace. 

The  Call   to  Work  for  God. 

Although  Moses  grew  up  in  the  palace,  he  grew  to  know  about  the  difficulties  of  the 
Hebrew  people.  He  began  to  take  their  part  against  the  Eg>'ptians.  He  got  into  trouble 
because  of  this  and  had  to  run  away  into  a  desert  countr\-.  There  he  worked  taking  care 
of  sheep.  One  day  as  he  was  leading  a  flock  of  shc(>p  in  liio  desert,  he  saw  a  bush  on  fire. 
He  looked  and  he  was  surprised  to  see  that  the  bush  did  not  finish  burning.  It  just  kept 
on  burning.  He  went  over  to  look  at  it.  As  he  looked  in  wonder,  he  suddenly  because 
weak  with  fear.  Then  he  heard  a  voice  calling  his  name.  After  he  answer  he  heard  the 
following  words,  "You.  are  standing  on  holy  ground,  Moses.  Take  off  your  shoes''.  After 
taking  off  the  shoes  Moses  heard  more,  "Hear  me,  for  I  am  the  God  of  your  fathers  Abraham 
Isaac,  and  Jacob.  I  have  seen  the  suffering  of  my  people.  I  will  deliver  them.  You 
shall  go  the  King  and  tell  him  to  let  the  Hebrew  people  to  the  land  where  1  will  lead 
them."  Moses  was  very  much  afraid  and  made  objections  to  d  oing  this  task.  But  the 
Lord  told  him  not  to  be  afraid  and  take  his  brother  with  him  to  help  him  speak.  His 
brother's  name  was  Aaron.  Before  Aaron  and  Moses  went  to  Egypt  they  worshiped  God 
and  gave  thanks  that  God  would  deliver  the  people. 

The  Plagues  of  Egypt. 

When  Moses  and  Aaron  went  to  the  king  of  Egypt  to  ask  for  the  people  to  go,  the  king 
laughed  at  them.  Because  the  king  would  not  listen  to  the  voice  of  God  speaking,  there 
were  some  troubles,  called  plagues,  which  came  upon  the  land.     They  were  as  follows: 
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1.  The  water  of  the  river  Nile  became  blood  so  that  the  Egyi)lian.s  had  nothing  to  drink. 

2.  Irogs  lanic  up  Irom  the  ii\er  and  entered  the  houses,  beds  and  were  into  everything. 

3.  'J  hen  there  was  a  swarm  of  gnats. 

4.  Swarms  of  flies  then  came  and  landed  on  everything. 

5.  Then  all  the  cattle  had  a  disease  and  were  dying. 

6.  Men  became  infected  with  boils. 

7.  Great  hail  stones  fell  ruining  the  crops. 

8.  Great  swarms  of  locusts  came  over  the  land. 

9.  Darkness  came  over  the  land  for  three  days  and  three  nights. 

10.  The  first  born  of  the  Egyptians  died. 

The  king  had  been  warned  before  each  plague.  Just  before  the  last  plague,  God  told 
Moses  that  the  Israelites  would  be  spared  from  the  death  plague  if  they  would  observe  the 
following  commandments.  The)  were  to  kill  a  lamb  and  put  the  blood  of  it  on  the  door 
l)osts.  This  blood  on  the  door  post  was  sign  that  they  heard  God's  words  and  the  death 
angel  would  "pass-over"  that  house  and  they  would  be  saved  from  death.  This  time 
became  known  as  the  Passover  and  in  the  later  years  the  Hebrew  people  kept  the  memory 
I  if  being  sascd  by  observing  a  "feast  of  the  Passover." 

When  the  last  plague  had  taken  place  the  king  told  Moses  and  Aaron  to  take  the  peopJc 
out  of  ilie  country.  Moses  took  the  people  and  lead  them  out  of  Egypt  and  the  Lord  went 
before  iheni  as  a  Pillar  of  Gloud  by  day  and  a  Pillar  of  Fire  by  night. 

In  order  to  leave  Egypt  the  people  had  to  cross  the  Red  Sea.  God,  however,  was  able 
to  save  them.  He  told  Moses  to  lift  up  his  rod  over  the  water  and  they  would  all  walk  across 
on  dry  land.  This  is  what  happened  and  all  arrived  safely  on  the  other  side.  The  people 
gave  thanks  to  God  for  his  deliverance. 

The  Ten   Gommandments. 

It  was  a  difficult  task  to  take  the  great  group  of  people  who  had  been  slaves  to  the  land 
of  Clanaan.  Many  of  the  people  did  not  want  to  obey  the  leaders.  Some  did  not  have 
much  faith  in  God  that  He  would  lead  them  to  their  new  home.  And  so  it  was  that  they 
began  to  complain  about  the  food.  But  God  sent  food  for  them  each  day.  It  would  come 
down  in  the  morning  and  it  was  like  a  little  biscuit  flavored  with  honey.  They  called 
it  "Manna".  Again  flocks  of  birds  were  caught  so  that  meat  was  provided.  When 
there  was  no  water,  God  told  Moses  to  strike  a  rock  so  that  water  would  come  out. 
God    ])r()\i(l((l    for    them. 

After  they  started  their  journey  they  came  to  a  place  near  a  mountain  called  Mt.  Sinai. 
Here  Moses  received  the  commandments  for  the  people  to  obe> .  These  are  called  the 
irn  Commandments  because  there  are  ten  of  them.      In  simple  form  they  are  as  follows  : 

1.  You  shall  have  no  other  God  before  me. 

2.  You  shall  not  make  for  yourselves  any  graven  images, 
nor  shall  you  bow  down  to  them  or  worship  them. 
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S.  You  shall  not  take  the  name  of  the  Lord  your  God  m  vain. 

4.  Remember  the  Sabbath  Day  to  keep  it  holy. 

5.  Honour  your  father  and  your  mother. 

6.  You    shall    not    kill. 

7.  You  shall  not  commit  adultery 

8.  You  shall  not  steal. 

9.  You  shall  not  bear  false  witness  against  your  neighbours. 

10.  You  shall  not  covet  anything  that  is  your  neighbours. 

When  the  people  heard  these  they  all  cried  with  a  loud  voice,  '"As  the  Lord  has  spoken, 
so  shall  wc  do". 

Entry   to  a   new   land. 

For  forty  years  the  Hebrew  children  wandered  through  the  wilderness.  I'hcy  had  a 
place  of  worship  called  the  tabernacle.  They  could  moved  it  wherever  they  went  and 
pillar  of  the  cloud  and  fire  was  always  with  them.  Finally  the  day  came  when  they  would 
enter  the  land  of  Canaan.  Moses  was  an  old  man  now  and  he  knew  he  would  not  be  lead- 
ing them  in  the  new  land.  A  leader  named  Joshua  was  chosen.  Moses  went  up  on  a  moun- 
tain and  looked  into  the  land  where  they  were  going  and  he  saw  that  it  was  a  good  land. 
Moses  died  then  knowing  that  God  was  able  to  fulfill  as  he  had  promised. 


Questions  : 

1.  Why  were  the  Hebrews  made  slaves? 

2.  How  was  Moses  saved  from  death? 

3.  What  did  God  say  to  Moses  from  the  burning  bush? 

4.  Did  Moses  feel  that  he  was  able  to  do  the  work  God  gave  him?     Who  went  with  him? 

5.  What   are   plagues? 

6.  How  many  were  sent  upon  Egypt? 

7.  What  did  the  word  pass-over  mean? 

8.  How  did  the  people  cross  the  Red  Sea? 

9.  What  did  the  people  eat  in  the  desert? 
10.  Learn  the  ten  commandments. 

Entrance  into  the  Promised  Land 

After  Moses  died  Joshua  became  the  leader  of  the  people  and  God  made  this  promise 
to  him,  "As  I  did  not  fail  nor  forsake  Moses,  so  shall  I  not  fail  nor  forsake  you". 

.  And  so  it  was  that  Joshua  led  the  people  into  the  land  which  God  had  promised 
them.  They  had  many  difllculties  with  enemies,  but  they  were  victorious.  They  spread 
to  the  west  and  north  and  soiuh.  Wherever  they  went  they  found  fragrant  green  fields, 
trees  laden  with  fruii,  springs  of  sparkling  water,  vineyards  full  of  vines  with  grapes  and 
herds  of  sheej)  and  cattle  and  goats. 
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The  land  was' divided  as  llic  Lord  had  commanded,  eaich  tribe  having  its  proper  share. 
The  people  settled  in  the  cities  in  the  plains,  and  on  the  slopes  of  the  mountains  from  t!ir 
river  Jordan  to  the  farthest  borders  of  the  laud. 

At  first  the  people  had  no  king  and  they  chose  men  who  were  called  Judges  who  ruled 
over  them. 

One  of  the  Judges  :  Gideon 

The  people,  who  come  to  the  promised  land,  remembered  very  well  how  the  Lord  had  ltd 
them  into  the  land  and  they  worshiped  him  as  they  said  they  would  in  Joshua  24.  But  after  lime 
went  by,  they  died  and  their  children  grew  up  and  died.  So  that  after  many  years  the  Israelites 
began  to  forget  God.  They  tried  to  live  like  the  people  who  lived  in  the  land.  Because  they 
did  wrong  in  forgetting  God,  God  allowed  other  nations  to  conquer  them.  They  had  a  lot  ol' 
hardships.     When  they  called  upon  God  and  repented,  then  He  helped  them  again. 

One  of  the  enemies  who  gave  trouble  to  Israel  was  the  nation  called  Midian.  They  would 
watch  to  see  when  the  Isaclites  were  getting  ready  to  harvest  the  crops  and  then  the)  would  come 
and  take  the  grain.  This  happened  for  seven  years.  The  Israelites  had  no  strength  to  dri\e 
them  out.     They  began  to  hide  in  caves  and  go  to  hills  to  save  their  cattle. 

There  was  a  young  man  whose  name  was  Gideon.  His  family  had  hidden  the  grain  in  an 
old  wine-press,  that  is,  a  place  where  grajjcs  were  put  and  pressed  so  that  the  jui'e  would  romr 
out.  As  Gideon  started  to  work,  he  suddenly  realized  a  stranger  was  there.  The  stranger  lold 
him  that  God  was  with  him  and  that  he  was  to  save  the  people  from  the  Midianites.  (iiclcon 
was  sure  he  would  not  do  such  work.  But  God  gave  him  a  sign  that  he  would  be  with  him  and 
Gideon  believed  God  and  desired  to  serve  him. 

He  sent  messages  to  the  Israelites  to  come  and  gather  so  that  they  cotild  form  an  army  against 
the  Midianites.  32,000  men  came  to  be  soldiers.  This  seems  like  quite  a  number,  but  God  told 
Gideon  there  were  too  many  and  that  all  were  afraid  were  to  go  home.  \\  hen  Gideon  made 
this  announcement  22,000  went  home.  God  again  said  that  these  were  too  many 
and  he  told  Gideon  to  have  them  drink  at  a  river.  The  men  who  knelt  on  the  ground  and  put 
their  mouths  down  on  the  water  were  to  go  home  for  they  could  not  sc;:  while  doing  this  if  the 
enemy  were  coming.  But  Gideon  was  to  keep  all  these  who  cupped  up  water  in  one  hand  ;ind 
drank  as  they  were  looking  about.  Gideon  saw  that  only  300  were  left.  But  God  had  a  plan. 
The  three  hundred  were  divided  into  three  groups  and  each  man  was  given  a  trumpet  and  a  clay 
pitcher  with  a  torch  in  it.  At  night  when  xhc  three  groups  surrounded  the  enemy  on  three  diffe- 
rent sides,  Gideon  broke  his  pitcher  and  the  torch  inside  was  lighted  and  burning  bright.  As  he 
did  this  he  shouted  and  blew  the  trumjxn.  At  this  sign  all  the  300  did  the  same  thing.  Their 
pitchers  crashed  with  a  noise  and  light  flashed  in  all  sides  in  the  dark.  The  men  blew  their  trum- 
pets and  the  sound  echoed  in  the  valley,  llien  enemy  awoke  and  heard  the  sounds  and  saw  the 
lights  and  were  very  much  afraid.  They  grabbed  their  swords  and  started  to  run.  They  fought 
with  each  other  as  they  dirl  not  kxv>\v  \vho  was  (ighlin",  ihcm.  Aft(^r  that  lime  llie  Midianites 
did    not   come   a^ain. 


God  told  the  people  that  it  was  He  ^vho  had  saved  them  and  that  i-  why  they  did  hot  need 
a  big  aimy  for  the  Lord  would  hght  for  lliciu  if  they  would  trust  in  lliiii.  The  ncrdhil  thing  is 
to  be  faithlul   to  God. 


DAVID 

After  many  years  went  by  the  people  wanted  to  have  a  Iving  rule  over  them.  I'he  last  judge 
was  named  Samuel.  He  had  been  given  by  his  mother  before  his  birth  to  serve  tiie  Lord.  He 
did  very  well.  He  helped  Israel  chose  a  king.  The  first  king  who  was  chosen  was  a  man  named 
Saul,     One  of  the  first  things  that  Saul  had  to  do  was  to  get  rid  of  the  enemies  who  came  to  fip-fit. 

Among  the  enemies  who  came  to  fight  was  a  giant  of  a  man  called  (iolialh.  He  had  a  ^nvdi 
armour  on  and  had  a  great  big  sword.  He  came  near  ihe  camp  of  the  king  and  cried  in  a  loud 
voice,  "C'lioose  a  man  among  you  to  come  and  fight  against  me.  If  he  shall  kill  me,  we  shall  be 
your  servants;  but  if  I  kill  him  then  you  shall  be  our  servants".  Every  one  in  Saul's  armv  was 
very    much    afraid. 

At  liiis  time  a  young  man  named  David  came  to  visit  his  older  Ijrolhcrs  who  were  in  the  armv 
of  Saul.  He  was  bringing  food  from  home  for  them  and  had  only  the  things  which  a  shepherd 
carried,  for  this  was  his  work  at  home.  \\  hen  he  arrived  he  heard  Goliath  make  the  challenge 
and  he  was  surprised  that  every  one  was  afraid.  He  thought  that  God  would  help  them.  When 
none  else  would  go,  he  said,  "I  will  go  and  fight  him  in  the  name  of  the  Lord".  So  he  went  to 
fight  him  and  he  refused  to  wear  the  armour  that  the  king  wanted  to  give  him.  Instead  he  went 
to  the  brook  and  chose  five  smooth  stones  from  it.  Ihen  he  look  his  sling  with  him  and  went 
out  to  face  the  giant.  Goliath  looked  at  the  young  man  in  anger,  thinking  that  he  was 
making  sport  of  him.  David  did  not  fear.  He  put  a  stone  in  the  sling  and  with  a  mighty 
throw  he  slung  the  stone  straight  to  the  nnddlc  of  the  giant's  forehead.  As  though  struck 
Avith  a  bolt  from  the  Lord,  the  giant  dropped  dead. 

The  people  of  Israt-I  sang  songs  of  joy  and  all  came  to  know  David's  name  as  a  hero,  .\fter 
some  years  David  became  the  king.  David  was  also  remembered  for  his  music.  He  wrote  many 
of  the  songs  which  are  in  the  book  of  the  Psahns.     These  are  songs  of  praise  to  the  Lord. 

Da\-id  had  to  fight  to  bring  peace  to  his  land,  but  dining  his  last  da\s  peace  came.  He  ruled 
fur  forty  years.     He  caused  his  son  Solomon  to  be  anointed  king  after  him. 

David  and  the  Psalms 

David  was  a  good  and  wise  king  and  a  very  brave  and  victorious  soldier.  He  was  also  a  won- 
derful musician.  He  probably  learned  to  play  the  flute  when  he  was  a  boy  tending  his  sheep  on 
the  hills  of  Bethlehem.  He  also  knew  how  to  play  a  harp.  Not  only  did  he  play  instrimients, 
but  he  invented  many  (»f  them  ;uul  h.id  ihern  made  readx  fot  usr  in  die  le-mple  \\hieh  SoIimk.-u 
was   going   to   build. 


(IS     1 
Look  in  your  Bibles  at  Psalm  150.     Make  a  list  of  six  instruments  mentioned: 

David  not  only  invented  the  instruments,  but  he  also  composed  the  tunes  which  the  musicians 
were  to  play.  The  tunes  were  for  the  songs  which  would  be  sang  in  the  Temple.  David  also 
wrote  the  words  of  many  songs.     These  songs  are  called  Psalms. 

Some  of  the  songs  were    for  public  worship  such  as  Psalm  24. 

Write  out  Psalm  24:  1  and  2 

Some  give  praise  for  Gods  creation.      Write  out  Psalm  8:3  and  4. 


Some  of  the  songs  were  prayers.  One  of  the  private  prayers  is  Psalm  51.  David  wrote  this 
when  he  was  very  unhappy  because  he  had  sinned  against  God.  He  had  done  something  which 
God  hated  and  until  that  sin  was  forgiven,  David  could  have  no  peace.  Then  he  prayed  to 
Ciod  in  the  words  of  this  lovely  Psalm.  God  heard  his  prayer  and  forgave  him.  David  was  glad 
again,  but  he  wrote  the  prayer  down  so  he  could  read  it  often  and  remember  God's  great  goodness 
in  forgiving  his  sin.     From  Psalm  51  write  out  the  following  verses: 

Verses  2  and  3:  ..., 


Verse  7: 
Verse  lU: 
Verse:  17: 


Tho  Psalms  of  David  are  loved  today  because  they  give  us  comfort  and  cheer  and  help  for 
living.     God  speaks  through  them  to  us.     Read  Psalm  1. 

Solomon. 

Solomon  was  a  king  who  was  noted  for  his  great  wisdom.  One  of  the  stories  told  in  the  Bible 
about  his  wisdom  is  the  one  about  two  women  who  both  claimed  to  be  the  mother  of  the  same 
child.  When  Solomon  commanded  that  the  child  be  cut  in  two,  one  half  to  be  given  to  each, 
one  woman  stood  by  and  said  nothing.  But  the  other  burst  into  tears  and  cried,  "No,  no  !  Let 
the  other  woman  have  liim,  but  s]iare  his  lif(\  "When  Solomon  heard  lliis  womnn  rr\'  lie  knew 
that  she  was  (he  real  niollur  of  ilie  child  and  so  lie  gave  llie  child  to  lur. 


(     17     ) 

The  kingdom  of  Solomon  was  the  greatest  of  the  aneient  Israelites.  riuic  weir  i)eace  and 
plenty  in  the  land.  Many  j>eople  eame  iVom  great  distances  to  hear  Solomon's  wisdom.  One 
of  the  persons  who  came  was  a  queen  of  the  land  of  Sheba.  She  was  very  mvich  impressed  with 
all  the  things  which  she  saw  and  heard.  This  was  a  time  of  great  waitings  among  the  poets  and 
also  the  laws,  and  documents  of  history  and  the  psalms  and  proverbs  were  gathered  together. 
The  country  enjoyed  fame  in  the  eyes  of  other  countries.  Never  again  was  the  country  to  enjoy 
such  a   position. 

Solomon  decided  to  build  a  temple  to  God.  He  sent  to  the  king  of  Tyre  for  cedars  and  he  had 
stone  cut  at  a  place  away  from  Jerusalem.  183.000  men  laboured  for  seven  years  to  make  the 
beautiful  building.  The  priests  brought  the  ark  of  the  Lord  and  the  holy  vessels  and  put  them 
in  the  temple  was  dedicated  to  the  workship  of  God  and  it  became  a  symbol  of  faith  for  all  Israel. 

However,  Solomon's  kingdom  did  not  last  after  his  death.  Two  things  led  to  the  downfall. 
One  of  these  was  that  Solomon  married  many  wives.  These  wives  did  not  all  worship  God.  In 
fact  some  of  them  led  him  to  put  up  heathen  altars  in  Jerusalem.  The  second  thing  was  that  Solo- 
mon put  very  high  taxes  on  the  people.  The  first  act  of  Solomon  displeased  the  people. 
So  when  Solomon  died  after  40  years  of  rtiling  and  his  son  became  the  king,  the  ten  northern 
tribes  revolted  and  set  up  their  own  king.  The  land  became  divided  and  it  Nvas  weak  in 
the  face  of  its  enemies. 

In  the  latter  years  of  the  kingdoms,  the  Northern  kingdom  was  taken  captive  by  the  Assyrians. 
Later  on  the  southern  kingdom  was  taken  captive  by  the  great  king  of  Babylon,  Nebuchadnezzar. 

Questions : 

1.  Who  was  the  leader  who  took  the  people  into  the  land  God  promised  them? 

2.  What  promise  did  God  make  to  Joshua? 

3.  What  kind  of  a  land  did  they  find  ? 

4.  What  was  the  name  of  the  last  judge  of  Israel  ? 

5.  What  was  the  name  of  the  first  king  of  Israel? 

6.  Who  was  Goliath  and  what  did  do?     Who  were  the  people  afraid  of  him? 

7.  Describe  David's  way  of  killing  the  enemy. 

8.  Besides  being  a  king,  what  else  is  David  remembered  for? 

9.  Who   was   king   after   David? 

10.  What  great  things  took  place  under  Solomon's  rule? 

11.  What  two  things  caused  his  kingdom  to  di\'ide? 

The  wisdom  of  Solomon. 

Solomon  not  only  did  many  wise  things  but  he  also  wrote  many  of  these  down.  These  wise 
sayings  are  called  proverbs.  We  are  told  that  Solomon  gave  three  thousand  proverbs.  Many 
of  these  are  preserved  for  us  in  the  Bible  book  of  Proverbs,  Ecclesiastes  and  the  Song  of  Solomon. 
We  can  read  about  God's  advice  to  us  on  our  problems  today  as  we  read  from  Solomon's  proverlys. 

Below  will  be  given  some  of  the  things  which  effect  us  and  the  advice  given  in  Solomon's  wdt- 
ini?s. 


(    1-    ) 

1.       Anger      Anther  leads  to  many  sins,  such  as  makint,'  cruel  remarks,  hitting  others,  using  l^acl 
language,   etc.     What   is   the  advice  given   in   Proverbs    16:32.     Write   it  down. 


2.       Lyins^.       The  liabii  of  lying  is  a  very  dangerous  one  as  it  leads  to  trouble  and  to  distrust 
olotlicrs.     Write  down  the  advice  given  in  Proverbs  12:19    


Drinking.         This  habit   deslrC)Vs  life  and   chaiarici-.      Read    Pro\-erbs  23:21.      What  does 
it   say   happens   Ui   die  drunkard.' 


■\_       Lack  ot  diDiight  lor  oihers  or  selfishiHss.     Crod  wants  us  t<)  think  of  others.     He  will  bless 
those  who  are  mist  hish.     What  does  Solomon  sav  in  Proverbs  19:17 


5.       Unfriendliness.      It  is  good  to  be  friends  with  all.      Proverbs  17:17  savs. 


6.       Hiding  our  sins.      We  cannot  liidc  from  Cod.      Pr<)\  erbs  20:13  advises  us  to 


7.        Laziness.      In  F.crlosiates  9:10  we  learn  how  we  should  do  our  work. 


I'heie  are  many  good  things  to  learn,  but  in  Ikclesiastes  12:1  is  the  best  advice  for  young  people: 
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